Vienna Girls Softball League (VGSL) Policy 
· Regarding Helmets and Facemasks -


As a member of the American Softball Association (ASA), VGSL is following ASA recommendations regarding helmets and facemasks. 

All batting helmets and catching helmets must have the NOCSAE stamp on them, certifying that they comply with the latest safety regulations. This stamp is generally near one of the earholes or on the back of the helmet. In addition, all facemasks must also be NOCSAE certified. For batting helmet facemasks, the certification is written on the the inside of the facemask. For catcher's facemasks, if the helmet is made with the facemask already on it the NOCSAE certification on the helmet refers to both the helmet and the mask.

Most helmets made since 2005 are certified. Check your helmet carefully, as the symbol may be hard to see. However, any facemask purchased before 2006 may  not have the NOCSAE certification and must be replaced to be usable this year in VGSL. NOCSAE certified facemasks should fit on the older NOCSAE certified helmets. Putting a NOCSAE certified facemask on an uncertified helmet will not make the helmet legal.

The NOCSAE symbol on the helmet is a small rectangle with rounded edges showing the profile of a batting or catching helmet. The words "Meets NOCSAE Standard" are printed inside the rectangle. On certified facemasks, the same words are printed on the inside of one of the bars.

Please help VGSL keep your girls safe by using certified and properly fitting equipment.
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