	[image: image1.png]Vienna Girls Softball League





	CODE OF CONDUCT POLICY
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The Vienna Girls Softball League is dedicated to providing the chance for school age girls in Northern Virginia to play softball at all levels from beginning tee-ball through national tournaments.  To provide for an environment supporting this mission, VGSL has a Code of Conduct Policy as follows.

GENERAL

1. The umpire and members of the Board of Directors have the authority to remove an individual from any VGSL activity for Code of Conduct Violations.
2. The league expects coaches, players, fans and umpires to exhibit courteous behavior and positive sportsmanship at all times.
3. Coaches are responsible for assistant coaches, players and fans representing their team.

4. Umpires have the right to remove coaches, players and fans for unsportsmanlike behavior and/or declare a forfeiture if coaches cannot control their players or supporters.

5. Teams are encouraged to cheer to support players as long as the cheers are in good taste and are not derogatory to players, coaches, fans or umpires.
6. The use of tobacco, alcohol, and/or drugs at VGSL activities is prohibited.

PLAYER EXPECTATIONS

1. Be courteous to opposing coaches, team members, fans and umpires.

2. Retain composure at all times and never leave your position in the field or bench to engage in an altercation of any kind.

3. Respect the integrity of judgment of umpires and accept their decisions without any argument.

COACH EXPECTATIONS

1. Exemplify behavior that is representative of being an adult, a coach, a member of VGSL, and a leader of young women.

2. Demonstrate high ideals, sportsmanship, and attitudes in personal behavior and demand the same standards from players.

3. Emphasize to players and support personnel the importance of proper sideline behavior and the necessity of restraining from entering the playing field to engage in an altercation of any kind.

4. Maintain self-control at all times.

5. Cooperate in a positive manner with, and assist with, the VGSL Board of Directors and League Age Level Directors in the planning, scheduling, and conduct of league activities.

6. Utilize positive methods in coaching; giving all players an opportunity to develop and use initiative, leadership, and judgment.
7. Pay close attention to the physical condition and well being of players; don’t jeopardize the health of any individual. 
8. Discourage profanity or abusive language directed toward anyone involved with VGSL activities.
9. Refuse to disparage an opponent, official, or others associated with VGSL activities.
10. Conduct yourself properly when raising a question about or discussing a call with an official.

PARENT EXPECTATIONS

1. Umpires:  Foul or abusive language toward or regarding the umpires will not be tolerated.  The umpire is in control of the game, and his or her authority must be respected.  Address your concerns about any umpire to the coach of your daughter’s team. 
2. Cheering:  Enthusiasm and encouragement to players is welcome and needed.  Always show respect, however, to the players and spectators of the opposing team.  Continuous yelling, and cheers or remarks designed to distract, demean or embarrass an opposing player or coach, are unacceptable.
3. Coaches:  Let your daughter’s coach do his or her job as coach.  Keep in mind that there is a difference between encouraging your daughter and coaching your daughter.  If you would like to assist the coach, speak to the coach after practice or game.

4. Visitors:  Always remember you are responsible for the conduct of all visitors you bring to any game or practice.
* * * * *
